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The Book of Psalms ("praises“)
commonly referred to simply as Psalms, is 

a book of the Hebrew Bible and the 
Christian Bible. Taken together, its 150 

poems "express virtually the full range of 
Israel's religious faith."

The Book of Psalms - wikipedia



The Book of Psalms - wikipedia

Etymology: The word psalms is 
derived from the Greek Ψαλμοί

(Psalmoi), perhaps originally meaning 
"music of the lyre" or "songs sung to 

a harp" and then to any piece of 
music. From psallein "play upon a 
stringed instrument" and then to 

"make music in any fashion".
Singular - Ψαλμός
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The Book of Psalms - wikipedia

The Book of Psalms in its current, 
most commonly used form consists of 

150 songs and prayers referred to 
individually as psalms and referenced 
by chapter and verse. They each have 
a poetic character with frequent use of 

parallelism. 



The Book of Psalms - wikipedia

In addition to the title of the 
collection, which translates as 
"song" or "hymns" from both 

Hebrew and Greek, superscriptions 
(or headings) in many of the Psalms 

provide musical references and 
some direction, in some cases even 
references to melodies that would 

have been well known by early 
congregations.
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Songs that can be identified as such in 
the Psalms include songs of 

thanksgiving (e.g., Ps 30), hymns of
praise (e.g., Ps 117) and royal psalms, 

which may have been used in 
coronations and weddings.

Identification of some psalms as prayers is 
also seen within the text, for example in the 

conclusion to Psalm 72, "The prayers of 
David son of Jesse are ended."
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The Book of Psalms - wikipedia

The largest category of Psalms, though not 
grouped as such in the text, is that of lament
(expressions of complaint and pleas for help 
from God). There appears to also have been 

an instructional function of the psalms as 
seen in their references to the law (e.g., Ps 1 

and 119).
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The Book of Psalms - wikipedia

Dating of individual compositions is difficult, 
and in some cases impossible.

Many appear to have been written early in the 
history of ancient Israel (first millennium BC 
or even earlier), while others may have been 

written after the exile to Babylon, which 
occurred in the sixth century BC. 

Authorship is also uncertain in spite of 
frequent attributions to David.



The Book of Psalms - wikipedia

In Jewish tradition, the Psalms were 
actually sung in front of the 

Tabernacle, and then later during the 
reign of King Solomon, when the 

Temple was completed, they were sung 
from the steps of the Temple.
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The Book of Psalms - wikipedia

The singers all came from the tribe of Levi 
(Levites), and it was exclusively their 

privilege – no non-Levites were allowed to 
sing in that area of the Temple. Levites 

played musical accompaniment on 
various instruments, some mentioned 

within the Psalms themselves. 
Psalms are used throughout traditional 
Jewish worship. Many complete Psalms 
and verses from Psalms appear in the 

morning services.
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While the Psalms are used extensively in
worship and prayer, the original intent 

was as a vehicle to teach, explain, 
encourage, and communicate with the 
individual listener as well as the entire 

people, hence their public 
performance.
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With a view to the fact that an 
interlinguistic dissymmetry exists
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ROOT SEMANTICSROOT SEMANTICS
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ROOT AND CONTEXT SEMANTICSROOT AND CONTEXT SEMANTICS
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Semantic OPPOSITION
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